
Deliver it right with

ads4reed
What is it? — Ads4reed is a convenient digital advertising delivery 
portal offered exclusively to Reed Business Information advertisers.

It’s fast... and FREE! — Ads4reed saves you the 
time and expense of shipping your file(s) for publication. Plus, 
once your PDF is verified to be compliant, you have the peace 
of mind that the resulting file will print consistently, no matter 
where you send it.

How does it work? — Our clients may go to the 
ads4reed web site, choose the appropriate magazine and 
issue date, and then upload their ad file to the web site. The 
ad is then pre-flighted to verify that it is PDFX1/A compliant.

If it is not compliant, the submitting client receives an alert 
notifying them that the ad has failed. They also receive a file 
log which explains in detail why the ad has failed; they may then open 
their native file and correct the problems before re-submitting a new PDF.

If the PDF file is found to be 100% compliant, the client, as well as the 
magazine’s production manager, receives an e-mail stating that the ad has
been successfully uploaded. They also receive a low-res PDF proof of the 
file for their immediate viewing.

Then what? — If a client wants a FREE copy of their 
high-res file, they may log back onto the site and download 
their approved, print-ready PDF. Magazine production 
managers simply log onto the site, go to their issue and 
download all the print-ready PDFs.

PDF... it couldn’t be easier — Once a client 
identifies the magazine and issue, they must indicate size and 
color parameters. Helpful guidelines for making a PDF are also 
available for a variety of native software programs... just choose 
your program and follow the instructions!

Please note that only PDF files may be submitted to the site. All other native file 
formats (including all fonts and placed high-res images) must be sent to and 
processed by our pre-flight staff. Contact the appropriate magazine production 
manager for additional information on submission of non-PDF files.

About color — Reed Business Information will run to SWOP standards
unless a color press guide is provided. If you wish to provide a color press
guide, contact the magazine production manager for shipping address details.

www.ads4reed.com

log on...

choose the
magazine

state color,
size, issue
date and 
file name...

now upload
and wait 
for your 
e-mail alert



Use CMYK color only, do not convert to RGB

All fonts must be embedded

300 dpi compression settings are critical
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The Distiller settings below must be used to distill native
application postscript files into a PDF. If the PDF is 
created via an “automatic” process, the pdf file will 
NOT be compliant. 
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ICONS AND EXTENSIONS OF PREFERRED PROGRAMS

.pdf

.qxd

.ind

PDF files are our preferred file format for receiving ads to run in our magazines. Save
your file as a Postscript, then create a pdf out of Acrobat Distiller using the settings
shown to the right.

Quark is our preferred layout program for receiving native files. We accept up to Version 6,
but will save back to 4.11 to process through our inhouse workflow. Always include all image
and font files so that your ad will appear correctly.

.tif .eps

Preferred format for image files is
Photoshop tif or eps files, or
Illustrator eps files.

Preferred font format is Adobe Type 1.
Always outline any OpenType or dfonts, 
as they fail our workflow.

InDesign or Pagemaker files can be sent to us as eps or pdf files. If sending a pdf, please
avoid OpenType font conflicts by either outlining the fonts or saving the file as a postscript
and distilling it to a pdf using the settings shown to the right.

Adobe fonts

Quark

Adobe Illustrator

Adobe InDesign

Adobe Photoshop

post script (.ps)

.eps

.eps or 
post script (.ps)

.tif or .eps

Quark

Quark

Quark

post script (.ps)

post script (.ps)

post script (.ps)

Distiller

Distiller

Distiller

Distiller

PDF

PDF

PDF

PDF

PDF

NATIVE FILE 
APPLICATION

PRINT/
SAVE AS PLACE INTO PRINT FILE AS

ACROBAT 
DISTILLER

FINAL
FORMAT
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Acrobat 4

The chart below illustrates the best known way to create a print ready pdf if you are starting from Quark or
any other native application. Postscript drivers and distiller settings available upon request.

/X1-a

2400 dpi ensures the file is high resolution

Our Preferred File Format
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Quark

Adobe Illustrator

Adobe InDesign

Adobe Photoshop

post script (.ps)

.eps

.eps or 
post script (.ps)

.tif or .eps

Quark

Quark

Quark

post script (.ps)

post script (.ps)

post script (.ps)

Distiller

Distiller

Distiller

Distiller

PDF

PDF

PDF

PDF

PDF

NATIVE FILE 
APPLICATION

PRINT/
SAVE AS PLACE INTO PRINT FILE AS

ACROBAT 
DISTILLER

FINAL
FORMAT


